I Have Never Stepped in the Same River Twice by Emond, Madison Hailey
Bard College 
Bard Digital Commons 
Senior Projects Spring 2018 Bard Undergraduate Senior Projects 
Spring 2018 
I Have Never Stepped in the Same River Twice 
Madison Hailey Emond 
Bard College, me1366@bard.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.bard.edu/senproj_s2018 
 Part of the Art Practice Commons, Environmental Health Commons, Fine Arts Commons, Other Plant 
Sciences Commons, and the Photography Commons 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 4.0 License. 
Recommended Citation 
Emond, Madison Hailey, "I Have Never Stepped in the Same River Twice" (2018). Senior Projects Spring 
2018. 392. 
https://digitalcommons.bard.edu/senproj_s2018/392 
This Open Access work is protected by copyright and/or 
related rights. It has been provided to you by Bard 
College's Stevenson Library with permission from the 
rights-holder(s). You are free to use this work in any way 
that is permitted by the copyright and related rights. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-
holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are indicated by 
a Creative Commons license in the record and/or on the 
work itself. For more information, please contact 
digitalcommons@bard.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I Have Never Stepped in the Same River Twice  
 
 
 
 
Senior Project submitted to  
The Division of the Arts 
of Bard College  
 
 
by  
Madison Emond  
 
 
 
Annandale-on-Hudson, New York 
May, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 								Acknowledgements		Thank	you	to	my	advisor,	Tim	Davis.	You	believed	in	my	work	ethic	and	without	your	support	it	would	have	been	difficult	to	push	past	the	countless	failures	at	the	beginning	of	this	project.			I	would	also	like	to	acknowledge	all	those	who	assisted	me	in	the	moonlight:	Jordon	Soper,	Sadie	Eller,	Harrison	Kroessler,	Bridie	Carey,	Jared	de	Uriarte,	Ella	Hill,	Gemma	Godfrey,	Xaver	Kandler,	and,	my	mother,	Lisa	Kuffner.	This	work	would	not	have	been	possible	without	their	dedication.		Thank	you	Malin	McWalters	and	Saskia	Baden	for	making	this	project	possible	at	times	when	I	no	longer	felt	it	was.		And	lastly,	thank	you	to	my	parents,	Lisa	Kuffner	and	Alex	Kuffner,	for	absolutely	everything.											
 
 
“No man ever steps in the same river twice, for it’s not the same river and he’s not the 
same man.” – Heraclitus  
 
I never knew that I would learn to walk the Sawkill River in moonlight, that I would 
come to know its contours and the depths of its waters so well. I never expected that the 
tree roots and rocks that lay in my path to its banks would know my gait so fully.  
 
This project began as a reaction to the hurricanes that struck the Caribbean last fall. It felt 
apt to question landscape imagery and how it affects the viewer’s relationship to the 
environment. Still images of nature can estrange us from knowing the Earth as a living, 
shifting, unruly being, locked in a process of steady, often violent, transformation. No 
matter how moving or dramatic a photograph of nature is, it often speaks to the vantage 
point of its maker standing outside of it.  
 
Rather than making images of the landscape I wanted to make images with the landscape. 
This is a simple notion: giving the Earth itself agency, an opportunity to display its 
vitality through the photographic process.  
 
But this is ultimately a practice of establishing and maintaining a relationship based upon 
presence and attentive listening. This is the kind of attention that I believe the planet 
requires from us in this moment.  
 
The work shown in this exhibition is made through the interaction of photosensitive 
materials, the natural world, and moonlight. No camera is involved in the creation of 
these images. Large pieces of black-and-white paper and full strips of film are immersed 
in the river, wrapping around surrounding plants and decaying trees, exposing in 
moonlight, and developed on site.  
 
I have learned from this process that there is no formula to make these photographs 
successful. Aside from determining a general exposure time dependent upon the phase of 
the moon, each time I am with the river I am surprised and delighted by this great 
experiment that I can never fully master.  
 
In intent and in process, this work strives to acknowledge the impossibility of truly 
capturing this ever-changing force of nature. I hope you find these images to be as 
humbling, wild, alive, and beautiful as I have found them to be. And not because my 
hand is in them, but because the river is speaking to you.  
 
















